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Mission Statement

The mission of First Christian
Church, Fort Smith, Arkansas is to
lift up Jesus the Christ by:

e Enabling spiritual growth and
deepened commitment, both
individually and corporately;

e Developing a church family/
community that is accepting and
encouraging;

e Serving our community and the
world through spiritual, physical,
and emotional support; and,

e Reaching out in His name to the
unchurched in our community.
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Easter People

During the first week of Easter, | sent out an email asking our congre-
gation to consider assisting someone who needed some furnishings for a
new apartment. Before receiving an Emergency Solutions Grant through
the Crawford-Sebastian Community Development Council, he was home-
less. Consequently, he was sleeping on the floor in an empty apartment.

Moments after sending the email, my phone started ringing. The apart-
ment was soon furnished with a sleeper/sofa, a dresser, a new recliner,
an electric skillet, pots and pans, a few forks and spoons, and some gro-
ceries. On the Second Sunday of Easter, more items were brought to the
church office for the apartment. Along with gifts of dishes and towels,
some of you also offered a handshake of grace, a shoulder to lean on, and
the promise to be a friend.

Upon experiencing the generous outpouring of these gifts, both tangi-
ble and intangible, gifts that were devoid of any agenda, strings, or ulteri-
or motives, he said to me:

“Your church has made me feel human again.”
Let that sink in.

In the days following Easter, someone said that he felt alive again. In
others words, someone said they felt “resurrected.”

Christians like to call themselves “Easter People.” However, | am afraid
that what that means to many is that they, like Christ, will one day be res-
urrected to live eternally in heaven. | am afraid the reason some church
pews are so full on Easter Sunday is because “Easter People” want to re-
member Jesus’ resurrection and look forward to their own.

However, what if being “Easter People” means something more?

What if the resurrection is not just a gift to remember or a gift to look
forward to, but a gift to be experienced now? What if resurrection is a gift
to be shared with others today? What if being “Easter People” means that
we are people who offer the gift of resurrection to those whose lives have
been diminished by the sin and evil in our world? What if being “Easter
People” means we are called to resurrect those who have been de-
humanized by poverty, addiction, racism, classism, sexism, homophobia,
or xenophobia?

What if being “Easter People” means that we are called to do much
more than sit on a pew on Easter to thank God for the promise of God’s
kingdom that is coming after the resurrection? What if being “Easter
People” means that we are called to get off of those pews to bring the
promise of God’s Kingdom that is coming now to those who need resur-
rection today?

This Easter at First Christian Church, that is exactly what being “Easter
People” meant. Jarrett
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“The Jesus Fish”
Luke 24:36-48

Elders
Zena Marshall and Brad Kidder, Sr.

Deacons

Greta Pryor (Foreman), Katy Featherston,
Floyd Hamm, Ben Maxey, Marilyn Maxey,
Dewayne Pryor, John Warren, Vicki Warren

Prepare Communion
Greta Pryor

Greeters
Dewayne and Greta Pryor

Worship Leader
Zena Marshall

Music Schedule

April 22 Prime Time Bells
April29  TBA

May 6 Disciples Bells
May 13 Children’s Choir
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Monday, April 16
6:30 pm

All men are invited and encouraged to
support the Disciples Men’s Fellowship by
attending the group's dinner this Monday
evening for a time of fellowship followed
by a short program. Harold is preparing
hamburgers, and you can be assured that
you will not be disappointed. Hope to see
you at Disciples Hall at 6:30 pm and feel
free to come a bit earlier; the coffee will be
ready.
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Poor People’s Campaign
A NATIONAL CALL for MORAL REVIVAL

Meeting, First Christian Church, Disciples Hall

Sunday, May 6, 7:00 pm

Vacation Bible School is set for Monday-Friday, June 4-8, from 5:00 pm — 7:30 pm. The theme this
year is Getting Down and Dirty with Jesus. This is a missional theme; therefore, children will participate

in various mission projects during the week.

Along with nightly mission projects, children will participate in in-depth, interactive Bible lessons that
will explore some of the ways that God gets down and dirty for us and the world through Christ, and
they will be encouraged to model these ways in their daily living. The lessons will be reinforced each

night with music, drama and games.

If you would like more information about this week or would like to volunteer, please contact Jimmy

Hudlow at 479-259-3997.
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April Showers for Hope Campus

The DWF will have the General Meeting on Saturday, April 14, at noon and will sponsor April Showers
for Hope Campus. Speaker from Hope Campus will be Chris Joannides.

All men and women are invited.

Lunch will be served: Chicken Tetrazzini, Salad and Dessert. A Love Offering will be taken for Hope
Campus.

The following items are on their wish list. These can be brought to the General Meeting in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Iltems can also be taken to the Administration Building and left in the room across from the
office.

e 8.5 x11 copy paper e Hair brushes e Twin fitted sheets (gently used
e Paper towels e Belts (gently used belts are fine) are okay)
e Bleach e 33-gallon trash bags e Walmart gift cards
e Disposable gloves for kitchen e Pillow cases
e Feminine products e Drink mixes (Kool-Aid, lemonade)
First Christian Youth Fellowship is hosting a fundraiser
to help offset the cost of the up-coming mission trip to
Thoreau, New Mexico. The youth voted to share the funds
Plans are being made for a mission earned with Team Seth who is going to Washington, DC
trip to Thoreau, New Mexico, the first with Ainsley’s Angels.
week of July. More information will We are seeking light yard work, raking, pulling weeds,
follow. If you are interested, please etc. for donations in support of said mission trip. Work to
contact John Mundy at 222-3401 or be completed Saturday, April 14. We also need assistance
the church office. from our church friends to complete all tasks.

For more information, please contact John Mundy. You
can follow our activities on Facebook group First Christian
Youth Fellowship.

In, July 2016, Dr. Banks received certification through the Oklahoma Conference of Churches to be a
“Spiritual Care Disaster Response Leader.” This certification is currently giving him the opportunity to
join three others in the state of Arkansas to form the Interfaith Arkansas Disaster Spiritual Care Team.
This team is currently organizing to put itself in a positon to respond to disasters that may occur in the
state of Arkansas (for example: tornadoes, flooding, mass shootings, acts of terrorism).

Please pray for this team as they have their first meeting in Little Rock on April 11. More information
will soon be available regarding other ways our church can support this team.
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Sunday, April 15
8:30am  Worship (Chapel)
9:00 am  Mission Café
9:30am  Sunday School
10:45 am Worship (Sanctuary)
4:30 pm  Disciples Bells
Monday, April 16
6:30 pm  Men’s Supper
Tuesday, April 17
9:00 am  Staff Meeting
Wednesday, April 18
4:15 pm  Children’s Music
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
Thursday, April 19
10:00 am Prime Time Bells
Friday, April 20
6:00 pm  White Elephant/Rummage Presale
Saturday, April 21
8:00 am-1:00 pm
White Elephant/Rummage Sale

The café opens at 9:00 am each Sunday
morning. All the proceeds support the
Mission trips. Setup begins at 8:30am
Sunday. Come join us for fellowship, a cup
of coffee and doughnuts.

For the Record—April 8

Operating Receipts........ $ 9,694.44
ToDate coeveenieeieeenn, 16,551.44
Endowment .................. 125.00
ToDate...cccvvvvvveeeennnnnn, 315.00
Monthly Budgeted

Needs............... 33,361.63
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+ Janice Rickman, Greta Pryor’s mother,
is at Methodist Village.

+ Eckel Rowland, Ruth Carson’s father,
is at Methodist Village.

Our White Elephant Sale will be here
soon. The last day to bring things will be
Sunday, April 15, so if you have been
putting off doing some Spring cleaning,
now is your chance to get rid of the
things you don’t want or use anymore.

We will be open at 5:30 pm on Friday,
the 20“‘, for our church members, with
pizza made by Harold Stewart available
for your supper. You can eat while you
shop!

There will be a few very special items
for which you can purchase tickets. Per-
haps you will be a winner!!

We open from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm on
Saturday the 21*. We hope to see you
there. Let’s make this a successful sale!!
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