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Mission Statement

The mission of First Christian
Church, Fort Smith, Arkansas is
to lift up Jesus the Christ by:
e®Enabling spiritual growth and
deepened commitment, both
individually and corporately;
eDeveloping a church family/
community that is accepting
and encouraging;

eServing our community and
the world through spiritual,
physical, and emotional
support; and,

eReaching out in His name to
the unchurched in our
community.
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“If the Lord Showed Up Unannounced,
What Would Your Life Look Like?”
II Peter 3:8-15a

The writer of our text seems to think
that his own life is drawing to a close.
Some scholars believe that Peter is
writing his last will and testament. It’s a
word of encouragement, hoping that
members of the Christian community
will take his words to heart. He reminds
them that “the day of the Lord will
come like a thief. The heavens will dis-
appear with a roar; and the earth and
everything done in it will be laid bare.”
And he asks this question: “What kind
of people ought you to be?” In other
words, what would your life look like if
the Lord showed up unannounced?
Who would you be? Have you pondered
those questions recently? Probably not. Most of us don’t. Perhaps we
can discover answers as we seek God’s guidance and find encourage-
ment in Word and Sacrament.

Rev. Dr. Johnson served as senior pastor of First Christian Church in
Fayetteville for 23 years retiring in 2004. Currently he is serving on
staff at Sequoyah United Methodist Church in Fayetteville where he
teaches three classes a week and assists in worship. He received his BA
degree from Phillips University, his M. Div. from the Graduate Semi-
nary, Phillips University. In 1982 he received his Doctorate of Ministry
degree from Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky. He
has done additional graduate work at Boston College and the
University of Arkansas. He and his wife Mary are the parents of two
children, Drew and Brooke. Rev. Johnson began his ministry here at
FCCDOC Fort Smith in 1970 as the congregation’s associate minister.

Guest Pastors

February9 Rev. Dr. Jim Johnson
February 16 Rev. Dr. Ellis Robinson
February 23 Rev. Dr. Jim Johnson

“Share the Love” Valentine Spaghetti Lunch

Membership Ministry invites you to a “Share the Love” spaghetti lunch on February 9
following morning worship in Disciples Hall. This will be an occasion for fellowship with
each other and to celebrate our Youth! Spaghetti, salad, green beans and dessert will be
on the menu. Our youth will be helping in the preparation, serving, and cleanup. They
have worked tirelessly this year on several mission projects including Earthbound An-
gels Christmas, cookies and carols to area assisted living facilities and making blankets
for our blanket drive. You can honor them with a freewill offering if you desire.

6 pm: Cabinet (in the Chapel, Administration Building)

Chairs: Please contact your people and let them know where/when your Ministry will meet.

Cabinet & Ministries
Sunday, February 9

6:45 pm: Ministries (in various rooms)
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February 9

Rev. Jim Johnson
“If the Lord Showed Up, What
Would Your Life Look Like?”
Il Peter 3:8-15a

Elders
Zena Marshall and Danny Lynch
Deacon
Terry Hales
Prepare Communion
Vicki Warren
Greeters
Terry Hales, LaBeth Riggs, Steve
Riggs
Worship Leader
Zena Marshall

Elder of the Month
Robbie Wilson — 479-763-6252

Concern of the Community

§ Mike Cowne took a fall recently and is
wheelchair bound at the moment. He plans
to be up and on his feet again soon.

Hope Campus Needs

Chef Betsey is sending out an urgent needs re-
guest. We are currently in need of canned or fresh
fruits and vegetables. (#10 cans if possible)

Youth Activities

1 February9
Jubilation Bells play in worship. Youth
fellowship and membership will help
prepare lunch, help serve and clean up.
(Youth group will not meet that evening.)

1 February 16
During the Sunday school hour we will bake
cookies and take them to Fire Stations
number 1 and 7 to recognize our local
heroes.

There are opportunities for you to give your time
and talents to the youth by providing a small meal,
to present a devotion or just attend a meeting and
hang out with a bunch of outstanding young mem-
bers of the church. John

FCC Book Club

FCC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, February 18,
in the Barton Stone Room at 10.00 am. We will dis-
cuss the book Blind Rage by Anita Paddock. This
book is in our Church Library.
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Church Calendar

Sunday, February 9
8:30am  Mission Café
9:00am  Sunday School
10:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
“Share the Love” Valentine
Spaghetti Lunch will follow
3:30 pm Disciples Bells
5:00 pm Jubilation Bells
6:00 pm Cabinet Meeting
6:45 pm  Ministry Teams
Monday, February 10
9:30 am-12:30 pm
Hope Campus
Tuesday, February 11
9:00 am  Staff Meeting
10:00 am Group 1 (Barton Stone Room)
11:30 am Lunch Bunch
Green Papaya
(4412 Grand Ave.)
1:00 pm  Group 2 (Parlor)
6:00pm Group 3
Wednesday, February 5
10:00 am Prime Time Bells
4:15 pm  Children’s Chimes
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir

Dianna’s Notes

Music Schedule

Jubilation Bells will meet Sunday in the
Sanctuary at 8:30 am before Sunday school
to rehearse. Wear red shirts and jeans.

February 9 Jubilation Bells
February 23 Disciples Bells

MEMORIALS: We gratefully acknowledge
the following gifts, given as a thoughtful ex-
pression of sympathy and of care...

1 In Memory of Matthew Mundy and
Gerre Walker by Mae Harris

[ For the Record — February 2 ]

Operating Receipts.............. $11,132.67
Endowment ........cccvvvvneeenn. 100.00
Monthly Budgeted

Needs......ccoovveeeeeennn. 29,118.21

Fort Smith Disciple (USPS 206-080) published weekly by First
Christian Church, 3501 Rogers Ave., Fort Smith AR 72903-2961.

Periodical postage paid at Fort Smith, AR.
POSTMASTER: Please submit address changes to FORT SMITH
DISCIPLE, 3501 Rogers Avenue, Fort Smith, AR 72903-2961




